A qualitative assessment of dental care access and utilization among the older adult population in the United States.
This article presents an in-depth, qualitative assessment of the needs, issues, opportunities, and barriers concerning dental access and availability of oral care among older Americans. For the rapidly aging U.S. population, access and barriers to the provision of dental services were evaluated. The nature and types of services utilized by various segments of this population were examined and the attitudes, opinions, and perceptions of dental professionals regarding the delivery of services were analyzed. From this research, potential opportunities for strategic partnerships between organized dentistry and industry were developed. These collaborative partnerships will seek to improve access to oral health care for the fastest growing segment of the U.S. population.